USCHI BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ MEETING
Conference Call

February 5, 2010
The USCHI Board of Directors held their regular monthly meeting with a conference call on February 5, 2010. Vice President Tracy Zeorian called the meeting to order at 8:00 a.m. CST. Those present were Treasurer Kent Braathen and Board Members Tony Rattei, Jon Orr, Kirk Grove and Roger Sammons. Operations Manager Pam Shmidl and Board Advisor Al Lutz were also present. President Steve Shepherd was absent.
Agenda was reviewed by all present. Roger requested “MT DOT” and “Scholarship” be added under Old Business. Jon requested “Ag Connect” be added under New Business. Tony made the motion to accept the agenda with the additions. Kent seconded. Motion carried.
Minutes of the January 7, 2010 minutes were reviewed. There being no additions or corrections, Jon made the motion to approve the minutes. Roger seconded. Motion carried. (Approved minutes can be viewed on the website at www.uschi.com - left side of the homepage under “About USCHI”). 

Treasurer’s Report was reviewed. Jon made the motion to accept the report as presented. Roger seconded. Motion carried.

OLD BUSINESS

Fuel Tank Issue

Tracy reported that she had received a couple of emails from Susan Gorsky with the Department of Transportation Pipeline & Hazardous Materials Safety Administration. She read them to the rest of the Board.

Email received from Susan on 01/22/10:

“I am sorry for not getting back to you more quickly on this. I have been in and out of the office the last couple of weeks. We are still on track to publish an ANRPM that includes your petition next month. The petition is NOT dead; we agree that we need to look at how we regulate combustible liquids generally and whether we can provide additional exceptions for specific types of operations. Please reassure your members that we are still on track and moving it forward as quickly as we can.”

After receiving that email, Tracy sent another one to Susan stating that when this petition was submitted, it was submitted with the intentions of affecting only members of USCHI. Would this be the way it was written in the Federal Rulemaking changes? This is Susan’s reply, dated 02/01/10:

“If we decide to adopt additional exceptions in the HMR for the transportation of combustible liquids, those exceptions would apply more broadly across the industry, not just to Custom Harvesters members. Note that we haven’t actually decided what specific exceptions are appropriate. The advance notice of proposed rulemaking we plan to publish this month will summarize your petition and ask commenters for ideas/information/suggestions. Based on the input we get in response to the ANPRM, we would then propose specific revisions to the regulations that could include exceptions based on your petition.”

At the time of the publishing of the ANPRM, comments will be taken. It will be at that time that commenters could suggest the changes only affect members of USCHI-for safety reasons. Safety reasons would include the safety meetings we hold within our annual meeting and also in Texas and Kansas. Safety was a HUGE issue to them when we met with them in February, 2009.

MT DOT

Roger contacted the State of Montana, upon some prodding by Rick Farris, regarding the problems that were dealt with last summer at the Montana Port of Entries. Montana DOT will be sending Roger some information on the laws, etc. He’s hoping to put information together before our annual meeting and will be able to share a packet of information with members at that time.

Scholarship
Roger received an email from Robin Houlette, which he shared with the rest of the Board. Based on the information Robin supplied to Roger regarding the Scholarship Committee, he felt changes to the policies should be considered by the committee. 

After much discussion between Board members, it was decided that Roger will make contact with the current Scholarship Committee members and a few of the past ones, as well. A conference call will be set up prior to the annual meeting and convention. These people will, again, meet during the convention to try and get things figured out. 
NEW BUSINESS

Website

Pam reported that a member of USCHI contacted the office regarding the idea of recognizing all lifetime members on the website. The Board was in agreement that special recognition would not be given to the lifetime members on the website. 

Del Peterson Auction

Pam reported that on January 21, 2010, Del Peterson held an auction at the Hutchinson Fairgrounds with a portion of the auction proceeds going directly to USCHI. We received a check from them in the amount of $5,643.50. Del Peterson would like to continue providing these auctions for our members on an annual basis.

There will be another auction on March 17, 2010 in Grand Island, NE at the Bosselman’s Truck Stop to accommodate the “Northerners”. 

THANK YOU, DEL PETERSON, FOR YOUR SUPPORT!!!!!!!

Safety Meetings

Pam reported that the safety meetings have been set. Texas will hold theirs at the Lubbock Holiday Inn on Friday, April 9, 2010. Kansas will hold theirs at the Colby Convention Center on Friday, April 30, 2010. Please look for more information regarding these meetings on the website or call the office at 620/664-6297.

Tony reported that OSHA is going to start enforcing custom harvesting businesses certify their operators. This simply requires that the business has a safety program in force and every employee is trained. After training, the employee will sign a “contract” stating they have been trained and they understand the safety issues involved with the job. If this isn’t followed, and there’s an accident with injuries, OSHA will be involved and there WILL be big fines. Tony will have more information at the annual meeting to share with members.

2009 New Members

Kirk called Pam before the meeting and wondered how many new members we have since January. Pam reported that we have 95 new members!

Ag Connect

Jon attended the Ag Connect Equipment Show in Orlando, FL in January. While there, he gave a talk over the benefits of being a member of USCHI. He was also approached by someone in charge of the show wondering if our organization would be interested in combining our annual convention with this show every other year (in Orlando). Ag Connect would like to partner with as many organizations as possible and make it an elite show geared towards the people who would most benefit from it - not necessarily the “tire kickers”.  Jon agreed to gather together as much information that could help sell the idea to USCHI members and vendors and make a presentation at the 2010 convention. 

The next meeting will be a face to face meeting to be held on March 3, 2010 at 1:00 p.m. CST at the MPEC Board Room. As with every meeting, all members of USCHI are welcome to participate.
Tony made the motion to adjourn the meeting. Jon seconded. Motion carried. Meeting adjourned at 9:27 a.m. CST.

